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November 15%", 2024

Members of the U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (Senate HELP)
Committee

U.S. Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building,

Washington, DC, 20510

Dear Members of the Senate HELP Committee,

The Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) calls on the members of this
Committee to prioritize filling the Institute of Education Services (IES) Director vacancy,
giving due consideration to President’s Biden nominee, Dr. Adam Gamoran.

SRCD is a nonpartisan, multidisciplinary professional membership association
representing thousands of developmental scientists. Our members’ work seeks to improve
the lives of children and families. They ask questions about how individual differences and
complex systems can impact human behavior, and look to apply what they learn in homes,
childcare settings, classrooms, schools, pediatric settings, public policy, and more.

As the U.S. Senate comes back from recess and looks to conclude business on the last
two sessions of this Congress, we are requesting that the members of your committee
continue their support of IES by moving swiftly to fill the next Director of the agency. Prior
to the outgoing Director Schneider’s appointment in 2018, the position was left vacant for
nearly four years. The IES Director position is critical in guiding federal research, evidence,
evaluation, data collection, assessment, technical assistance and dissemination. |IES
provides independent, non-partisan, scientific evidence on which to ground education and
practice and policy in the United States. It plays a crucial role to improve teaching and
learning for students across the country, and it is imperative for the U.S. Senate to work to
ensure that the agency is not leaderless.

Currently, schools across the nation are grappling with challenges such as teachers'
shortages, chronic absenteeism, mental health issues, declining enrollment among other



situations that stall education progress in our nation’s children and youth. "% 34 With an
experienced and knowledgeable IES Director in place, the agency can more effectively
address the urgent need for evidence-based solutions to address today’s educational
challenges.

Dr. Gamoran is a distinguished member of SRCD, whose work is well-recognized by
various institutions, including the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management,
the American Educational Research Association (AERA), and the Sociology of Education
Section of the American Sociological Association. Dr. Gamoran has extensive service
experience, being elected to the American Academy of Arts & Sciences, served as Vice
President of the National Academy of Education, and a contributor to numerous panels for
the National Research Council (NRC). Dr. Gamoran is well respected in the field and
intimately understands how to connect research to policy outcomes. His experience
makes him well suited to help drive evidence-based outcomes for America’s students.

Itis imperative for the U.S. Senate to continue to build on IES’ work by swiftly filling the
vacancy, giving due consideration to President Biden’s nominee, Dr. Adam Gamoran.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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Lindsay Turner Trammell

Director for Policy

The Society for Research in Child Development
policy@srcd.org
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Co-signed by the members of the SRCD’s Policy Committee, Science Subcommittee. See their
names below:

e Caitlin Lombardi, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Connecticut
Chair of the SRCD Policy Committee
policy@srcd.org

e Steven Holochwost, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Lehman College at CUNY
Chair of the SRCD Subcommittee on Science Policy
policy@srcd.org

e Emilie Phillips Smith, Ph.D.
Professor and Lead of Michigan State University (MSU) Youth Equity Project,
Member of the SRCD Subcommittee on Science Policy
policy@srcd.org

e Gabriela Barajas-Gonzalez, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, NYU Grossman School of Medicine
Member of the SRCD Subcommittee on Science Policy
policy@srcd.org

e Amy Kerivan Marks, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Wellesley College
Member of the SRCD Subcommittee on Science Policy
policy@srcd.org

e Matthew Stagner, Ph.D
River Forest, IL
Member of the SRCD Subcommittee on Science Policy
policy@srcd.org
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