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EDUCATION 

     B.A.    1958   Wesleyan University (Psychology) 

     M.A.    1961   Cornell University (Child Development) 

     Ph.D.   1967   Cornell University (Child Development) 

 

POSITIONS HELD 

1963-1967           Research Associate, Merrill-Palmer Institute 

1965-1967           Adjunct Assistant Professor of Psychology, Wayne State University 

1967-1971           Assistant Professor of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

1971-1979           Associate Professor of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

1979-1994           Professor of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

1994- 2001          Professor in the Graduate School, University of California, Berkeley 

2001-                   Professor Emeritus of Psychology, University of California, Berkeley 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 

1970   Consultant on Day Care, Office of Child Development 

1975   Consultant on program development for research on childhood depression, NIMH 

1969-86  Editorial Board of The Merrill-Palmer Quarterly 

1978   Editorial Board of Infant Behavior and Development 

1978-1981 Member of NSF Grant Review Panel on Social and Developmental Psychology 

1981-1987  Editorial Board of Cahiers de Psychologie Cognitive 
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1966-          Principal investigator (of five NIH research grants as well as intramural funding from         
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1968-1994     Administrator of infant laboratory at Institute of Human Development 

1971-1973    Chair, Letters and Science Committee on Courses, UCB 

1978-81 & 84 & 1996-97 Chair, Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects, UCB  

1996-1997    Chair, Space Committee, Institute of Human Development, UCB  
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PAST MEMBERSHIPS in PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Society for Research in Child Development 

American Psychological Association 

Committee on Research in Infancy 

International Society for Infant Studies 

The American Psychological Society 

 

 

AWARDS and HONORS 

 

1958         Thorndike Prize in Psychology, Wesleyan University 

1975-76     Special Fellowship, NIMH 

1978         Fellow at Center of Interdisciplinary Research, University of               

                  Bielefeld, West Germany (April-May). 

1996         Visiting Fellow at Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies, 

           Wassenaar, Netherlands (January) 

2001         Beach Prize for best article of the year in Journal of Comparative Psychology awarded 

by Division 6 of American Psychological Association 
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Levin, H., Watson, J. S., & Feldman, M. (1964). Writing as pretraining for association learning. 

Journal of Educational Psychology, 55, 181-184. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1966). Perception of object orientation in infants.  Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 12, 

73-94. Reprinted in N. S. Endler, L. R. Boulter, & H. Osser (Eds.) (1968) Contemporary 

Issues in Developmental Psychology, New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston.  

 

Watson, J. S. (1966). The development and generalization of `contingency  awareness' in early 

infancy: Some hypotheses. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 12, 123-135.. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1967). Memory and ‘contingency analysis’ in infant learning. Merrill-Palmer 
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Watson, J. S. (1967). Why is a smile? Trans-action, (May), 36-39.  Reprinted in H. Z. Lopata 

(Ed.), (1973). Marriages and Families. New York: Van Nostrand. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1967).Perception of object orientation in infants. Unpublished Dissertation, 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1968). Conservation: An S-R analysis.  In I. Sigel and F. Hooper (Eds.), Logical 

thinking in Children: Research based on Piaget's theory. New York: Holt, Rinehart & 

Winston. Pp. 447-460. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1968). Operant fixation in visual preference behavior in infants. Psychonomic 

Science, 12, 241-242.           

 

Watson, J. S. (1969). Operant conditioning of visual fixation in infants under visual and auditory 

reinforcement. Developmental Psychology, 1, 508-516.  Reprinted in J. Stone and L 

Murphy (Eds.), (1973). The Competent Infant; and in Warner Modular Publications, No. 

645. 

 

Watson, J. S. & Danielson, G. (1969). An attempt to shape bidimensional attention in 

24-month-old infants. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 7, 467-478. 

 

Shantz, C. U. & Watson, J. S. (1970).  Assessment of spatial egocentrism through expectancy 

violation. Psychonomic Science, 18, 93-94.  

 

Watson, J. S. (1971). Cognitive-perceptual development in early infancy: setting for the 

seventies. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 17, 139-152. 

 

Shantz, C. U. & Watson, J. S. (1971). Spatial abilities and spatial egocentrism in the young child. 

Child Development, 42, 171-181. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1972). We assess lawfulness, but God knows what the law is. Proceedings, 

American Psychological Association. (Abstract) 

 

Ramey, C. T. & Watson, J. S. (1972). Non-social reinforcement of infants' vocalizations.  

Developmental Psychology, 6, 538. 

 

Watson, J. S. & Ramey, C. T. (1972). Reactions to response-contingent stimulation in early 

infancy.  Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, Reprinted in J. Stone and R. Church (Eds.), The 
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Competent Infant; and in J. S. Bruner, H. Jolly, and K. Sylva (Eds.), Play: Its Role in 

Development and Evolution, New York: Basic Books. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1976). Early learning and intelligence. In M. Lewis (Ed.), Origins of Intelligence. 

New York: Plenum. Pp 199-222. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1977). Childhood depression and the perception of control. In J. G. Schulterbrandt 

and A. Raskin (Eds.), Depression in Childhood: Diagnosis, Treatment, and Conceptual 

Models. New York: Raven Press. Pp. 129-139. 

 

Dweck, C. S., Gittelman-Klein, R., McKinney, W. T., & Watson, J. S. (1977). Summary of the 

subcommittee on clinical criteria for diagnosis of depression in children.  In J. G. 

Schulterbrandt and A. Raskin (Eds.), Depression in Childhood: Diagnosis, Treatment, and 

Conceptual Models. New York: Raven Press. Pp. 153-154. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1978). Perception of contingency as a determinant of social responsiveness.  In S. 

Trotter and E. B. Thoman (Eds.) Social Responsiveness of Infants.  New Brunswick, N.J.: 

Johnson and Johnson. Pp. 6- 10. 

  

Millar, W. S. & Watson, J. S. (1979). The effects of delayed feedback on infant learning 

reexamined.  Child Development, 50, 747-751. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1979). Perception of contingency as a determinant of social responsiveness.  In E. 

B. Thoman (Ed.), The Origin of the infant’s Social Responsiveness.  New York: Erlbaum. 

Pp. 33-64. 

 

Watson, J. S., Hayes, L. A., & Vietze, P. (1979). Bidimensional sorting in preschoolers with an 

instrumental learning task. Child  Development, 50, 1178- 1183. 

 

Watson, J. S., Hayes, L. A., Vietze, P., & Becker, J. (1979). Discriminative infant smiling to 

orientations of talking faces of mother and stranger. Journal of Experimental Child 

Psychology, 28, 92-99.  

 

Watson, J. S., Hayes, L. A., Dorman, L., & Vietze, P. (1980).  Infant sex differences in operant 

fixation with visual and auditory reinforcement. Infant Behavior and Development, 3, 

107-114.  
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Watson, J. S.  (1981). Contingency experience in behavioral development. In K. Immelmann, G. 

W. Barlow, L. Petrinovich, and M. Main (Eds.) Behavioral Development: The Bielefeld 

Interdisciplinary Project. New York: Cambridge University Press. Pp.83-89.   

 

Hayes, L. A. & Watson, J. S. (1981). Neonatal imitation: fact or artifact?  Developmental 

Psychology, 17, 655-660. 

      

Hayes, L. A. & Watson, J. S. (1981). Facial orientation of parents and elicited smiling by infants. 

Infant Behavior and Development, 4, 333-340. 

 

Watson, J. S. & Hayes, L. A. (1981).  Response-contingent stimulation as a treatment for 

developmental failure. Society for Research in Child Development: Abstracts of individual 

papers, Vol. 3,  Chicago: Chicago University Press. P.292. (Abstract). 

 

Watson, J. S. & Hayes, L. A. (1981). A new method of infant-environment  interaction analysis. 

Society for Research in Child Development: Abstracts of individual papers, Vol. 3, 

Chicago: Chicago University Press. P.293. (Abstract) 

 

Hayes, L. A., Ewy, R. & Watson, J. S.  (1982). Attention as a predictor of learning in infants.  

Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 34, 38-45. 

 

Ewy, R. & Watson, J. S. (1982). Two types of structuring in mother-infant interaction. Infant 

Behavior and Development, 5, 74. (Abstract)  

     

Watson, J. S., Hayes, L. A. and Vietze, P. (1982). Response-contingent stimulation as a treatment 

for developmental failure in infancy.  Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 3, 

191-203.  

 

Bahrick, L. E. & Watson, J. S. (1983). Contingency perception as a basis for early 

self-perception. Society for Research in Child Development: Abstract. 

 

Watson, J. S. & Evy, R. (1983).  Early learning and intelligence.  In M. Lewis (Ed.)  Origins of 

Intelligenc,  2nd Edition, New York: Plenum Press. Pp.  225-354. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1984).  Memory in learning: Analysis of three momentary  reactions  of infants. In 

R. Kail and N. Spear (Eds.) Comparative  Perspectives on the Development of Memory, 

Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Assoc. Pp. 159-179. 
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Watson, J. S. (1984). Perfect contingency depresses learning at 4 months. Infant Behavior and 

Development, 7, 382. (Abstract) 

   

Watson, J. S. (1984). Bases of causal inference in infancy: Time, space, and sensory relations. In 

L. P. Lipsitt & C. Rovee-Collier (Eds.) Advances in Infancy Research, Vol. 3,  Norwood, N. 

J.: Ablex Publishing  Corp. Pp. 152-165. 

                

Watson, J. S. (1985). Contingency perception in early social development. In  T. M. Field and N. 

A. Fox (Eds.) Social  Perception in Infants, Norwood, N. J.: Ablex Pub. Corp., Pp. 

157-176. 

 

Bahrick, L. E.  &  Watson, J. S. (1985).  Detection of intermodal proprioceptive-visual 

contingency as a potential basis of self-perception in infancy. Developmental Psychology, 

21, 963-973. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1987).  La memoire dans la petite enfance. In J. Piaget, P. Mounoud, and J. 

Bronckart (Eds.) Encyclopedie de la Pleiade: Psychologie. Paris: Gallimard. 462-495. 

  

Watson, J. S.; Ramey, C. T.(1987).  Reactions to response-contingent stimulation in early 

infancy. [reprint of 1972 paper] In: J. Oates, S. Sheldon (Eds.) Cognitive development in 

infancy. 

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc: Hove, England.  pp. 77-85. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1988). Second-order contingency perception.  Infant Behavior and Development, 

11,  (Abstract) 

     

Movellan, J. & Watson, J. S. (1988). Effect of contingency experience on perception of 

directional attention. Infant Behavior and Development, International Society for Infant 

Studies: Abstracts of Individual Papers. .  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, (Abstract) 

  

Watson, J. S., Umansky, R.,& Johnson, C. (1990). Rett Syndrome: an exploratory study.  Infant 

Behavior and Development, 13, (Abstract) 

 

Watson, J. S. & Umansky, R. (1991). Attentional vacillation in a child with Rett Syndrome. 

Society for Research in Child Development: Abstracts of Individual Papers.  (Abstract) 

  

Watson, J. S.  (1991). Lewis' theory of intentionality: three compliments and two complaints.  

Psychological Inquiry, 1, 271. 
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Watson, J. S. (1991). Hand-to-mouth module at 3 to 9 months. Infant Behavior and 

Development, International Society for Infant Studies: Abstracts of Individual Papers 15, 

(Abstract) 

 

Watson, J. S. (1992). Interaction analysis: problem of fixed window size.  Infant Behavior and 

Development, 15, (Abstract) 

 

Watson, J. S., Banks, M. S., von Hofsten, C., and Royden, C. S.  (1992). Gravity as a monocular 

cue for perception of absolute distance and/or size. Perception, 21, 69-76. 

 

Watson, J. S. (1994). Detection of self: The perfect algorithm. In S. T. Parker, R. W Mitchell, 

and M. L. Boccia (Eds.) Self-awareness in animals and humans: Developmental 

perspectives.  New York: Cambridge U. Press. Pp. 131-148. 

 

 Watson, J. S. (1995). Mother-infant interaction: Dispositional properties and mutual designs. In 

N. S. Thompson (Ed.) Perspectives in ethology, Vol. 11: Behavioral design,   Plenum 

Press, New York, NY. 1995. pp. 189-210. 

 

 Watson, J. S. (1995). Self-orientation in early infancy: The general role of contingency and the 

specific case of reaching to the mouth. In Philippe Rochat, (Ed.) The self in infancy: Theory 

and research. Advances in psychology, North-Holland/Elsevier Science Publishers, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands. pp. 375-393. 
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International Journal of Psycho-analysis, 77, 1181-1212.  
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Gergely, G. and Watson, J. S. (1999). Early social-emotional development: Contingency 

perception and the social-biofeedback model. In P. Rochat (Ed.) Early Socialization.  

Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Inc. 

 

Umansky, R., Watson, J. S., Hoffbuhr, K., Painter, K. M., Devaney, J., and Hoffman, E. (2000). 

Limited retention of hand use in a Rett Syndrome variant: implications for partial 
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contingent parental reactivity in early socio-emotional development: Some implications for 

developmental psychopathology. In: J. Nadel and J. Decety (Eds.), Imitation, Action et 
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