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Competition: NSF 2026 Idea Machine

The National Science Foundation (NSF) announces the launch of the NSF 2026 Idea Machine, a prize

competition to help set the U.S. agenda for fundamental research in science, technology, engineering, and

mathematics (STEM) and STEM education. Participants can earn cash prizes and receive public recognition

by suggesting the pressing research questions that need to be answered in the coming decade, the next set

of “Big Ideas” for future investment by NSF. It's an opportunity for researchers, the public and other

interested stakeholders to contribute to NSF's mission to support basic research and enable new discoveries

that drive the U.S. economy, enhance national security and advance knowledge to sustain the country's

global leadership in science and engineering. 

Prize Purse

1. Grand prize: Each final winning entry will receive a cash prize of $26,000 and its authors (individuals or

teams) will be invited to a recognition event in the Washington, D.C. area.

2. Each author (individual or team member) of the entries selected by the Blue-Ribbon Panel for virtual

interviews (approximately 12) will receive a cash prize of $1,000.

3. All authors (individual and teams) of each of the entries invited to submit video pitches (approximately

30) will receive thank-you letters from NSF leadership.

4. The authors of the top, approximately 100 entries will receive public recognition by having their Ideas

posted on the Idea Machine website.

Entry Deadline: October 26, 2018, 5pm EST

https://www.srcd.org/news
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/nsf2026ideamachine/index.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/big_ideas/nsf2026.jsp


For more information, including entry instructions, eligibility, rules, and judging criteria, please visit the NSF

2026 Idea Machine website.

For questions, please email Ian Murphy: ian@skild.com or (310) 689-6397
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