February 13, 2025

Dear Members of Congress,

Representatives from the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) have unilaterally
cancelled an unprecedented number of contracts that support evaluation, research, and data
collection for the U.S. Department of Education. When we know that the average student
remains nearly half a grade level behind pre-pandemic achievement in math and reading, it is
astonishing that the Administration would cancel work helping to bring evidence-based learning
to students. Yet in States where they instituted evidence-based practices, like Alabama, scores
improved. The cancellation of these contracts stops work to improve test scores, impedes
accountability, hurts students’ education, and stops work statutorily directed by Congress.

In cancelling these contracts DOGE took significant action to work against efficiency and
effectiveness, cutting off support for educators and parents that want to know what works to
improve outcomes. Projects that were cancelled were helping students, parents, teachers and
principals. Here are just a few of many examples of the work that DOGE cancelled mid-stream.
Cancelled projects were:

e Accelerating learning in math.

e Helping students with disabilities served under IDEA graduate from high school and
achieve financial independence.

e Supporting efforts to help educators support college and career readiness in grades
6-12.

¢ Improving literacy outcomes in kindergarten — grade 3.

e Helping adults who struggle with literacy and numeracy find good jobs and achieve
higher earnings.

e Determining what information is most beneficial to parents in making an informed
decision regarding school choice.

¢ Examining the effectiveness of various teacher recruitment and retention programs.

e Understanding whether the law is meeting the needs of students with disabilities.

e Providing training to educators to help them improve their teaching skills in math,
literacy, and other critical areas.

In addition to these R&D projects, several data collections and other contracts were cancelled.
For example, DOGE rightly left the NAEP assessment contract alone, which is critical for
understanding student achievement. But DOGE simultaneously reduced contracts that helped
analyze the NAEP results and communicate those results back to the American public. This
decision means that children will take a test whose results no one will ever learn about or be
able to benefit from. This is wasteful, not efficient.

In fact, DOGE’s actions stopped research midway through or late in a study, effectively paying
for a study without benefiting from its results mid-project, leaving studies partly done without
conclusion (denying students, teachers and principals critical education tools). This action
prevents us from knowing whether programs work and leaves us on the path to a further decline
in NAEP results and student outcomes. DOGE also caused the Department to fall out of



compliance with the law by stopping research and data collection work that is statutorily
required.

These are just a few examples of the critical work these cancelled contracts were supporting on
behalf of students, parents, and educators. These actions have curtailed parents' ability to know
what works in schools, and severely harmed efforts across the country to help students achieve
success in the classroom.

We call on Congress to address these actions by instructing the Acting Secretary of Education
to reverse it. Further, there must be guardrails against future cancellations of contracts in bad
faith, without cause. Thus, we request that Congress ask the Acting Secretary to provide a
detailed response on what process will be implemented to ensure that cancelations are not a
part of the Department’s operations moving forward.

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and please let us know if we can provide any

additional information.
Sincerely,
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